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We are back! 
 

After last year’s inspiring conference, the Democratic Innovation and Legitimacy Research Group at
KU Leuven organizes the second NEXT GDC conference on April 28-29 2022. We invite Early
Career Scholars in the broader field of deliberation to come together virtually for in-depth
discussion of ongoing research, academic skills workshops, roundtable debates about the state and
future of the field, and informal networking. 

Thematic scope 

Concerns about democratic deficits abound: uncivil political discourse, societal inequality, lack of
democratic legitimacy, populism, polarization, and shortcomings in addressing pressing political
challenges such as health crises or climate change. Deliberation in its many shapes and forms is often
considered an answer to these problems. Ranging from decision-making processes to political
communication, deliberative approaches are popular in the quest of improving the (perceived)
functioning of democracy. Recent scholarship has engaged more critically with the role of
deliberation in fostering or preventing the inclusion of marginalized groups. Further, more
functionalist understandings acknowledge the importance of coupling various democratic practices
to complement each other, such as protest, deliberation, voting and abstaining.

We invite both empirical and theoretical work on deliberation, broadly understood. Interdisciplinary
work that approaches the field from a psychological, anthropological, sociological, philosophical or
communication science perspective is most welcome. The conference will be organized along the
following tracks: Democratic Theory, Democratic Innovation, Political Communication, Political
Psychology.
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